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Dear friend,

FiFirst of all I would like to thank you for showing interest in our work and marine wildlife. We are group of scientists 

working as Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) named Blue World Institute of Marine Research and Conserva-

tion. With an aim to carry out scientific research and conservation projects and promote environmental awareness. 

We conduct wild bottlenose dolphin research trough Adriatic Dolphin Project for 29 years. During all this years 

Eco-Volunteering program played an important role in prosperity of the project. With volunteers help we manage to 

collect scientific data during the field trips and store them in data base, especially in Summer season when the weath-

er conditions are stable and number of observations high. The highest number of observations within the year was 

122 and biggest group that we encounter was 80 individuals. All data are used for monitoring the population of this 

endangered species and taking measure for their protection. So, it is not hard to understand why we need your help. 

In return we try to make your stay the best experience ever. Not just by enabling you to observe these wild animals 

from close proximity but also by creating a team where you will meet people from all over the world, from different 

preoccupations and cultures. You will see new places and be able to explore the beauty of the island. 

If further text you can find more details about the Eco –Volunteering program. If you want to know more about our 

organisation please visit our web page http://www.blue-world.org/

I hope to meet you in Veli Lošinj,

                                  

                                Tihana Vučur, volunteer coordinator
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2. VOLUNTEERING AT ADP

2.1 A typical day on the project

Well, first of all, there is no typical day. Schedule may vary depending on the 
sea state, weather conditions and research priorities. It is important that you 
are flexible and bear in mind that dolphins are wild animals and work with 
them is not 100% predictable.
DayDay 1 - Arrival day, no boat surveys are conducted. You use this day to relax 
after the trip, to get familiar with the house, beaches and the town. In the 
evening researcher prepare the dinner during which short introduction of 
the program and people involved will be done.
DayDay 2 to Day10 - If the weather conditions are stable, you help researchers 
to board the boat in order to conduct visual monitoring during the            
navigation surveys. Sometimes the dolphins are located within a few       
minutes; however, it could take several hours, so you must be patient. Even 
when dolphins are not seen, the boat ride offers you an excellent                
opportunity to study the coastline, enjoy the sight of seabirds and, if you like, 
question the researchers. The moment the dolphins are sighted, everyone 
onon board has a specific task to fulfil. A researcher will take photos for the 
photo-identification. Your task as project participant is to record data; the 
time, the number and breakdown of animals, their behavioral activity,       
surfacing and their names as the researcher calls them out. Working hours 
when on the sea depends of area that needs to be covered. 
If the sea is not calm or researchers have other priorities, the team remains 
at the Lošinj Marine Education Centre in Veli Lošinj (LMEC). You help enter 
data and daily lectures are offered on various aspects of cetacean biology or 
the marine environment. We also expected from you to assist in educational 
activities of the LMEC. Duties may include helping out the staff and students, 
taking visitors around the Centre and explaining exhibits. Working hours 
when in the base are usually from 10 am until 16 pm. 
InIn free time you may visit the island, enjoy the beauty of discovering new 
paths and beaches for swimming and snorkeling in the crystal clean sea. 
Sunday is designated as a free day.
Day 11 - Departure day, there is no fixed time for you to leave the house, no 
boat surveys are conducted on that day.

TheThe atmosphere at the project is informal and relaxed and we will try to fulfil 
everyone’s preferences. However, we are not a professional tourist               
organization and researchers are not tour leaders.
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Stage     Arrival date       Departure date       Price (EUR)       Discount price 
                                                                                                  (EUR)
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860860
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-
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-
-
--
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1 May
15 May
29 May
12 June
26 June
10 July
24 July24 July
7 August
28 August

11 September

12 May
26 May
9 June
23 June
7 July
21 July
4 August4 August
18 August
8 September
22 September

What is not included in price?

• Extra food and beverages consumed in restaurants 
and bars 
• Travel expenses 
• Alcoholic drinks 
• Personal expenses (e.g. telephone) 
•• Tourist Tax (about €14) to be paid to the Tourist Agency 
in Veli Lošinj 
• Insurance (We recommend you to take travel health  
insurance) 

What is the money used for?
BlueBlue World Institute is non for profit organisation so your          
participation help us cover part of the costs of bottlenose dolphin 
research and conservation activities we are undertaking on Lošinj

What is included in the price?

• In house food and beverages (breakfast, lunch and 
dinner) for the duration of the stage except for the evening 
dinner on last Thursday (usually pizza or pasta) at the 
restaurant in town 
• Accommodation 
•• Lectures by researchers 
• Scientific supervision during the research 
• Internet access at LMEC 
• Certificate of attendance to the Adriatic Dolphin Project 

Who can get discount price?

Students - The project offers discount prices 
on all stages for university students. Proof of 
enrolment will be required.
RReturning Volunteers - For those of you 
coming again we offer a loyalty discount. We 
know who you are so no proof required. 
CCroatian Citizens - Blue World Institute gives 
accommodation grant for local students in 
order to encourage Croatians to work with us. 
Croatian identity card and residence will be re-
quired. 
Block Bookings - If a group of 5 books a stage, 
one place is free
Two stages Bookings – If you decide to spend 
4 weeks with us, you will get the discount price
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3. DATES AND PRICES

All volunteer stages begin on Mondays and end on Fridays (12 days). Eco-volunteers should organizes their travel to arrive 
in Veli Lošinj during Monday and leave during Friday. There are five places available in each stage.







By bus
Autotrans is the bus company that drives to Lošinj. On following web page you can check departing cities, 
time and prices: www.autotrans.hr/en-us/home. Info. tel. +385 (0)51 660 660.. Members of the team can     
welcome you on a bus station and give you a lift to accommodation.

By plane
TheThere are cheap flights to Pula, Rijeka, Split, Zadar and Zagreb in Croatia, and Venice and Trieste in Italy. For 
timetables of flights, you can check Croatia Airlines (www.croatiaairlines.hr), Ryanair (www.ryanair.com), GO  
(www.go-fly.com), Wizz Air (www.wizzair.com).  There are also airlines flying from Germany, including            
www.airberlin.com and www.germanwings.com. 

By boat 
EveEveryday there is catamaran from Rijeka to Mali Lošinj at around 14:30 pm, please visit web page for further  
information www.krilo.hr/en/sailing_schedule.html. You can reach Mali Lošinj also from Zadar by ferry, for 
more information check: www.jadrolinija.hr/en/. If you are arriving with boat or catamaran, please let us know 
and we will organize that somebody picks you up.

By car
If you prefer to travel by car, you can drive to Brestova (close to Opatija) if coming from
Italy/SloveniaItaly/Slovenia directions, or to Valbiska (Krk Island) if coming from Zagreb direction, where you can get a small 
ferry that will bring you on the island of Cres from which driving you can reach Lošinj. Please contact us 
through email for the ferry schedules or check yourself on www.jadrolinija.hr/en/ under sailing schedule and 
then District of Rijeka.

By train
There are trains from most of the major cities of continental Europe to Zagreb, Rijeka or Trieste. Please enquire 
at your departure point. The train station in Rijeka is 200m west of the bus station.
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5.3 Getting there

Arrival and departure

It is not possible to arrive at the research station earlier than the start date of the period or stay longer. In case you travel 
to Lošinj earlier you are requested to arrange for your own accommodation. Please contact the field base the day or two 
before you are due to arrive to confirm your mode of transport and time of arrival, so that a member of the crew can meet 
you.
TheThe information given here was correct at time publishing. Please check timetables, connections and routes personally. You 
will have to make your own travel-arrangements.
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“Time runs fast, especially during the brightest moments - these two weeks that I spent volunteering with Blue World   run 
like a one day full of impressions and moments to remember.
On a beautiful Losinj I've got some unforgettable memories of seeing dolphins very close, gained new skills, meet great 
people. As for future marine biologist, the opportunity to observe dolphins and then do some analyzing, helped me to 
see different sides of scientific work. The other thing I’m very glad about - I had a chance to communicate with                
professionals in marine science.
AnotherAnother important part was the way of life in the house. The atmosphere was very warm and friendly, all daily duties as 
cooking and cleaning were shared and done with pleasure and fun and I also learned some new receipes . I’m sure photos 
from our stay speak for themselves.
The island is beautiful, views are gorgeous. I spent a great time having a long walks near the coast and enjoying the sea.
It’s difficult to find the right words for all enjoyable moments that I had, I would  just say: it was absolutely beautiful time 
that I will remember fondly. I’m very grateful to the Blue World team, interns and volunteers  with whom I spent these 
days!” 
FFrom Anastasiia Barilo, Russia. June 2015

“Fantastic organization! We participated in the Blue World volunteering program for 2 weeks this summer and highly rec-
ommend it. Everything from the moment we arrived was well organized and on-point. We learned so much thanks to the 
generous and knowledgable staff.”
From Michael Cerrone, USA. July 2016
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